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without comment, to Sir L. Carnegie, the British
Ambassador in Lisbon :
* " Colonel Freire d'Andrade, who called recently at
the Foreign Office, stated that the planters were fairly
prosperous, but that British cocoa firms still refused to
buy from them, contending that so long as His Majesty's
Government do not inform them that the plantations are
free from any taint of slavery, they cannot purchase the
product."l
Lord Grey apparently refrained from taking any
action in the matter, but in February 1917 Lord
Balfour sent the following despatch to Sir L.
Carnegie:
" His Majesty's Government have been glad to learn
that the recent report of His Majesty's Consul-General at
Loanda on the conditions of labour in Angola and the
Portuguese Islands has been a source of gratification to
the Government to which you are accredited.
Mr. Hall Hall's despatch will be published with
as little delay as possible, and you should inform the
Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's
Government hope that the effect will be to remove the
boycott which has been maintained by British firms
against the produce of the regions in question, as they
themselves have formed the opinion that the general
conditions there, the terms of the labourers' contracts
and those on which they are renewed, and the conditions
of repatriation are entirely satisfactory/' 2
From this date no British official reports have
been published, but private reports indicate little
1 Cmd. 8479, p. 41.                             2 Ibid. p. 70.